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hundred thousand men of military age and their families."
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“...Muhammad heard certain Christians make that there are three
Gods, that is to say God the Father, Mary, and Jesus. It is perfectly plain
from these verses that Muhammad really did believe that the Christian
doctrine inculcated belief in three separate Divine persons, Jesus and
Mary being two of them. But our third quotation implies that
Muhammad probably from what he had seen of "Christian" worship
thought that the order was Jesus, Mary, God, or Mary, Jesus, God. ...
We must all feel regret that the idolatrous worship offered to Mary led
Muhammad to believe that people who called her "Queen of Heaven"
and "Mother of God" really attributed to her Divine attributes.””
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“One of the remarkable features of the relationship between Muslims

and Christians is that neither Muhammad nor any of the Companions seems to
have been aware of some of the fundamental Christian doctrines. Apart from

'Rev. W. St. Clair Tisdall, The Original Sources Of The Qur'an, 1905, Society For The Promotion Of
Christian Knowledge, London, pp: 180-181.
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the reference to the crucifixion (which is primarily a denial of Jewish claim),
and the mention of the twelve apostles as the 'helpers' of Jesus, and of the
miracles of healing and raising the dead, there is nothing in the Qur'an about
the adult life and teaching of Jesus as recorded in the New Testament. The
early Muslims gave Jesus the title Messiah (Masih) but did not appreciate that
it involved a claim to be 'God's anointed'. They did not understand the
distinctive work of Jesus in redeeming the world and atoning for its sins. They
did not realize that the Holy Spirit was regarded by Christians as the third
person in the Godhead. It is indeed remarkable that there should have been
among the Muslims over such a wide area this absence of knowledge of
Christianity. The blame for this state of affairs probably rests on those
Christians with whom Muhammad and his Companions were in contact, who

may themselves have had little appreciation of the doctrines mentioned.

Nevertheless the ‘absence of knowledge' remains, and in the thirteen centuries

since Muhammad's time few Muslims have done anything to fill the lacuna.”’
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